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M’MTON’S ELIXIR OP OPIUM. 

CIRCULAR TO PHYSICIANS. 

A eta York , March 1, 1839. 

Di~sa Sir: —I beg leave to solicit your favour and patronage to my ELIXIR OF 
OPIUM, a new chemical preparation, which I have invented, containing all the valu¬ 
able medicinal principles of Opium, to the exclusion of those which are deleterious and 
useless, and which, 1 feel assured, will be lound worthy of your kind attention. 

It is a well ascertained fact, that Opium, in its natural state, is not a simple sub¬ 
stance, but is found, by chemical analysis, to contain the Meconatc of Morphia, Codein, 
and Narcein, which are valuable elements; and Narcotine, Gum, Resin, Feculent Mat¬ 
ter, &.e., which arc noxious principle-; and lull proportions of the greatest number of 
which arc contained in Laudanum, Paregoric, Rlack Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, 
and such other opiate preparations of this class hitherto made, and to which are justly 
attributed those disagreeable effects upon the stomach and nervous system, which so 
frequently follow their operation and limit their usefulness. 

This ELIXIR OF OPIUM retains only the Morphia, Codein, and Narcein, and 
these in combination with its native Mcconic Acid; in consequence of this, and the 
undeenmposed combination of all these, its remaining principles, it produces the cha¬ 
racteristic effects of the Opium more distinctly than any of the artificial compounds of 
Morphia; fully confirming the fact, that the more undi:composcd and unchanged we 
keep the native elements of substances in pharmaceutic, preparations, the more charac¬ 
teristic will be their therapeutic effects upon the animal system;—and intimately con¬ 
nected with this fact, is the circumstance of the absolute impossibility of restoring the 
original valuable qualities of vegetable substances, to the result of the artificial combi¬ 
nation of their decomposed proximate principles. 

And thus it is, after the native Me onute of Morphine has been decomposed by che¬ 
mical process, that its natural proportions, so necessary and essential to the preserva¬ 
tion of the identity and characteristic virtues of the native drug, arc never maintained 
in an artificial combination. Its organic nature is so destroyed, and its strength so 
materially impaired by insolubility, that it is comparatively inert and useless. 

It also demonstrates another fact, the importance of which will be obvious to all medi¬ 
cal chemists, namely, the high superiority of the native acid of this preparation, to the 
artificial ones of those forms of Morphia hitherto used; for it is will known that the 
nature and power.ofSaline compounds materially depend upon their acidifying prin¬ 
ciple; as the difference between the Arscniales of Potass and Soda, and the Sulphates, 
Nitrates and Muriates, of the same alkalies will exemplify. 

Although the native Mcconic Acid in an isolated state, may not appear to possess 
any medicinal activity or to exert any action upon the animal system, yet when com¬ 
bined, in a natural state, with Morphine, Codein, and Narcein, as in the Elixir of 
Opium, it acquires-activity from them, and imparts virtue and power to them, of 
which neither the Acetic, Sulphuric, Muriatic or any other Artificial Acid is capable, 
and their native combination and comjiound effects possess more proporlionate energy, 
than either can individually, or with any artificial principle substituted for them; the 
difference in the nature and |>owcr of the artificial Salts of Morphine, shows a decided 
superiority of some of their Acids to others, namely, of the Acetic and Sulphuric to the 
Muriatic, Nitric, Tartaric and Carbonic, and of the greater solubility of their Salts, 
and consequently superior power and piefercnce; and those of the others being less 
soluble, arc proportionally less active. It is impossible for the Morphine alone, and 
that in artificial combination, to fully represent and maintain in medical treatment all 
the physiological influences and medicinal virtues of so triumphant a remedy as Opium 
is, when so many of its other valuable properties arc excluded. 

That Codcin and Narcein possess the characteristic and many of the essential virtues 
of the Opium, and that when associated in native combination with the Mcconic Acid 
and Morphine, they confer much additional strength and impulse to a preparation, as 
they do in the Elixir of Opium, is undeniable. 

The great discrepancy in the comparative strength between Morphine and the native 
drug, independent of insolubility, principally depends upon the exclusion of those prin¬ 
ciples, and accounts for the circumstance, why 44 one grain of Morphine produces no 
more effect than two grains of Turkey Opium, which do not contain more than a six¬ 
teenth part of the Alkali.” 
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It possesses, also, a superior advantage to the Solutions of Morphia, (in addition to 
that of containing the Codein, Narcein and Mcconic Acid, in a natural state of combi¬ 
nation,) in its being of uniform strength, and not liable to decomposition and deterio¬ 
ration from those constant changes which tiie variable temperature, to which they arc 
exposed, occasions; and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented their 
being used with precision and safety. 

The applicability of so highly improved a preparation as this Euxir of Opium, to a 
wide runge of human diseases, scarcely needs an illustration, since Opium itself, in 
some form or other, with all its objectionable elements, is considered almost indispen¬ 
sable in cases of constant occurrence. 

To speak summarily, the Euxir of Oriuu may be adopted in all cases in which 
cither Opium oj its preparations are administered, with the certainly of .obtaining all 
their sedative, anodyne, and antispasmodic effects, without being followed by the disa¬ 
greeable consequences of headache, nausea, vomiting, constipation, tremors, and a train 
of other unhappy symptoms, which are often as distressing us those which it was 
applied to remove. 

Nur is the prevention of these consecutive ill effects, the only important desideratum 
which recommends this valuable discovery to favourable notice. Its almost universal 
applicability in the treatment of the great number of diseases, in which other opiates 
are contra-indicated and inadmissible, in consequence of llicir stimulating and consti¬ 
pating effects, at once entitles it to universal adoption. 

It possesses yet another important advantage, which is of paramount consideration 
in the treatment of some of the most violent and dangerous spasmodic diseases, such as 
Tetanus, Epilepsy, Hysteria, Tie douloureux, Convulsions in Hydrophobia, &.c. &.C., 
which is that tile quantity necessary to overcome and control diseased action in those 
dreadful maladies, is not limited by the deleterious influence of those objcclionablo 
principles, but can be given in large quantities with safety, inasmuch as their propor¬ 
tions in Opium and its several preparations containing them, arc so great, that by the 
time a sufficient quantity is taken, for the anodyne and antispasmodic properties to 
allay and overpower the pain and spasmodic action in some of their most violent 
attacks, the poisonous inftucnce of the objectionable elements, will preponderate and 
produce narcotism, stupor, and apoplectic death; and the patient dies the victim of the 
poisonous effects of the intended remedy, before the valuable properties can give the 
desired relief. 

Having used this preparation for some time in an extensive medical practice, and 
being fully satisfied of its value, I therefore take the liberty to submit it to the mem¬ 
bers of the Medical Profession, with full confidence that it will obtain the approbation 
of their judgment, and be eminently successful in their enlightened practice. 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN B. M’MUNN. 

N. B. Full directions accompany each vial, and the signature of my name, in full, 
on the outsidelabcl. 


TESTIMONIALS. 

Da. John B. M’Mbn.v having made known to me the process by which he prepares 
his “ ELIXIR OF OPIUM," and wishing me to state my opinion concerning it, I 
therefore say, that the process is in accordance with well known chemical laics, and that 
the preparation must contain oil the valuable principles of Opium, without those which 
are considered as deleterious and useless. 

New York, December 29, 1836. J. R. CHILTON, M. D. 

Operative Chemist, &c. 

Da. J. B. M’Munn. ~ 

Dear Sir:—I have made repeated trials of your “ Euxir op Opium" in ihe City and 
Marine Hospitals, and find it to pos>css the anodyne and sedative powers of the ordi¬ 
nary preparations of Opium, without producing the excitement, headache, nausea, and 
constipation, which in many cases render those preparations objectionable. 

Its effects are more permanent and uniform than those of Morphia. 

Yours, &c. 

C. L. MITCHELL, M. D. 

Resident Physician, New York Hospital 


New York, February 8 th, 1837, 
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Bellevue, New York, February 19,1839. 

This is to certifyy, that Dr. J. B. M’Munn’s Elixir of Omu has been used in 
sever .1 cases, at-the Bellevue Hospital, with the most satisfactory effects, when the 
"usual preparations of Opium would have proved injurious. 

The undersigned arc fully convinced, that it possesses the sedative properties of the 
latter, williout producing constipation of the bowels, or any unpleasant symptoms. 

HENRY VAN HOEVENBERGH, 

Resident Physician. 

GEORGE F. ALLEN, 

Assistant Physician. 


[■ Bellevue Hospital. 


From Dr. James IIeron, President of the Medical Society of Orange County, New 
York. 

This Cf.rtifies, that I have used of Dr. M’Muxn’s Elixir or Opium, and do find it 
to be preferable to Opium and its tinctures, in that it is not followed by the pain in the 
head, nausea, dry and bitter mouth, and constipation, so generally consequent upon 
the use of that drug. And I do elicve his preparation, at least, equally beneficial with 
the other combinations of Morphia. 

JAMES HERON, Physician and Surgeon. 

Warwick,.Ocloler 17 th, 1836. 


The following from Ansel TV. Ices, A. M* speaks volumes. 

IMPORTANT COMMUNICATION.—About ten months ago I was attacked with 
a verv painful species of Neuralgia, [7ie douloureux,] affecting all the nerves of one of 
my hips and legs, which excepting occasional short intervals, has continued with una¬ 
bated severity to the present time. As no remedy has ever seemed to produce the 
least permanent effect in the progress of the disease, I have been obliged to rely entirely 
on Opium to mitigate intolerable pain. I began by using the Black Drop, and after¬ 
wards the different preparations of .Morphine, both by taking them into the stomach 
and by applying them to a blistered surface externally. By these preparations my 
digestive functions were almost entirely suspended, and my whole nervous system so 
disturbed, that my general health was suffering severely from the use of them. It was 
hut a short time before I was taken ill, that Dr. M’Munn had left with me a specimen 
of his Elixir of Opium, with the request that J would make a trial of it in my prac¬ 
tice. I had not used it enough, however, before my sickness, to form any opinion of 
its peculiar virtues, and I confess I was not predisposed to believe that it possessed 
anv; but one of my medical attendants suggested the propriety of~'my using it, ns all 
other preparations of Opium affected ine so unfavorably. From that time to the present, 
a period of about eight months. I have taken but little less than 100 ounces of this medi¬ 
cine. As I can therefore speak with great confidence, as to the effect of Dr. .M’Munn’s 
Elixir in my own case, it is not less an act of justice to him, than a duty to the profes¬ 
sion, and to the cause of humanity, that I give a brief statement of its peculiar effects, 
and of its superiority in my own case over every oilier preparation of Opium. 

In the first place, it has"never impaired my appetite, nor weakened the powers of 
digestion, on the contrary, when taken in moderate quantities, that is, in doses from 
half a drachm to a drachm three or four limes in twenty-four hours, it has seemed to 

• Or Dr. Ives, it Insufficient to say, that he was an eminent physician in the city of 
New York, and is well known to the medical profession generally as a scientific medi¬ 
cal chemist, whose name stands recorded in connection with Lupuline (the active prin¬ 
ciple of the Hop,) of which he was the discoverer. Medical science is also indebted to 
him for testing the qualities of oilier valuable medicines, and for their more general 
introduction into practice. And it may in fact, be said, that a more capable person 
could not have been selected to test the qualities of the Elixir of Opium than him, nor 
a more befitting disease for that purpose, than the one with which he was so sorely 
afflicted. 
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increase the digestive functions; and even though I have taken during the last fifteen 
days as many ounces of the Elixir, my appetite is still good. Secondly, it does not pro¬ 
duce relaxation of the skin, and consequent perspiration as other preparations of Opium 
do. Thirdly, it uniformly increases the secretion of urine. Fourthly, unless taken in 
uncommonly large doses, it dors not produce constipation of the bnicels. Fifthly, 
although it has been equally efficient in relieving pain, it has in no instance caused head - 
ache , or sicknesss of stomach, or uny of those symptoms of nervous irritability of the 
system which usually ensue from other preparations of Opium, after their primary 
influence has subsided. Without going into detail, such arc the peculiarities of the 
u Modus Opcrandi'* of Dr. M’Munn’s Elixir in my own case. How far its action by 
future experience may be found to correspond with this on other constitutions I pre- 
pretend not to say; but I think I shall be sanctioned by my medical attendants in 
adding, that my life has already been prolonged by the peculiar benefits derived from 
this medicine. 

A. W. IVES, M. D. 

New York, Dec. 14, 1837. 


Having witnessed the effects of Dr. J. B. M’Munn’s Elixir of Opium, we are of 
opinion that it is a valuable preparation, and recommend it to the patronage of the 
profession. 

F. U. JOHNSTON, M. D. 

President of the Medical Society of New York, and Physician to the City 

and Marine Hospital. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS, M. D. 

Late Prof, of Midwifery in the College of Phys. and Surgeons, N. Y. 

JOHN C. CHEESEMAN, M. D. 

Surgeon to the New York City Hospital. 

RICHARD K. HOFFMAN, M. D. 

Surgeon to the City Hospital , N. Y. and late Surgeon in the U. S. N. 
JAMES WEBSTER, M. D. 

Prof, of Anat. and Physiology in the Geneva Medical College, N. Y. 

New York, Pel. 18,1837. 


Messrs. A. B. and D. Sands, No. 79 Fulton St, North East corner of Gold St., and 
No. 100 Fulton, corner of William St. New York, are the general wholesale agents, 
and will supply all orders on the most favourable terms. Also for sale by C. Ellis & 
Co-, 56 Chcsnut SL and C. M. Wilstach, 270 Arch St. Philadelphia; by G. K. Tyler, 
corner of East Baltimore and High SL, and R. H. Coleman & Co-, Baltimore; by Havi- 
land, [Jarrall, Allen, and P. M. Cohen &. Co., Charleston, S. C.; by Havilanri, Risky 6c. 
Co, Augusta, Ga.; by Wm. Brown, 481 Washington SL Boston; by Andrew Oliver, 
New Orleans, and Du Bose &. Roff, Mobile, and by druggists generally in almost all 
of the principal cities and chief towns in the United States. 

O’ Physicians and druggists can supply themselves with this valuable preparation, 
by addressing their orders to almost any of the principal druggists in New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, or Boston. Price 37J cents. 

Caution .—Purrhasers are particularly desired to ask for M’Munn’s Elixir of Opium, 
as there are spurious imitations, which hear no resemblance, except in name, and ob¬ 
serve the written signature of “ John B. M’Munn” on each bottle. 



